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1°   Paolo Di Caro Shocking Aspects of Mezzogiorno: 
Resilience, Vulnerability and Regional Growth

   Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Università di Catania; Research Fellow, CAMF, University of York; 
Dottore di Ricerca (PhD) in Economia 
 
Abstract. Aspetti shock del Mezzogiorno: resilienza, vulnerabilità e crescita regionale. Quest’articolo 
presenta evidenze econometriche sulla resilienza economica del Mezzogiorno nel corso degli ultimi 
quarant’anni. Utilizzando time series data per l’occupazione (totale, femminile e manifatturiera), si 
studia l’incremento della vulnerabilità delle regioni del Sud Italia rispetto a shock nazionali. I seguenti 
risultati sono raggiunti. Dal 1992 in poi, il Mezzogiorno è diventato progressivamente meno abile nel 
rispondere alle crisi economiche aggregate. Tale ridotta capacità o resilienza può essere spiegata 
attraverso la dinamica negativa del settore manifatturiero in quest’area. Data la presenza di significative 
relazioni commerciali inter-regionali tra le regioni italiane, la ridotta resilienza del Mezzogiorno ha 
effetti negativi sul resto dell’Italia mediante diversi canali. In conclusione sono discusse alcune 
implicazioni di policy. 
 

    

2°   Antonio Russo Le città high-tech nel Mezzogiorno 
emergente

   Ricercatore a tempo determinato (Università di Messina), Master in European industrial relations 
(Warwick Business School), Dottorato di ricerca in sociologia politica (Università della Calabria). 
 
Abstract. High-Tech Towns in the Growing Southern Italy. The article sums up the results of a research 
focused on the development of high-tech clusters in two Southern towns, Catania and Cosenza. These 
towns, in last two decades, have showed a strong growth in Ict sectors. The research have analyzed 
development dynamics and current performances of the two clusters. The fast development in last 
twenty years in Catania was based on role of a global player (Stm) and its spillover effects. Cosenza 
has developed a growth model based on small and medium enterprises operating in Ict services-
oriented. The analysis has underlined weaknesses in local areas studied, currently affected by a strong 
economic crisis, with related (negative) effects on unemployment. These problems, according to 
research results, are only partly linked to the global crises. Current performances appear strictly related 
to low availability of local collective competition goods, weak industrial policy, low innovation and 
cooperation ropensity among local enterprises. Nonetheless these issues, Catania and Cosenza have 
showed growth capabilities in high tech sectors, sustained by availability of high stock of human capital 
specialized and research structures linked to local universities. These elements have delineated new 
path for development, demonstrating the growth potentialities embedded in southern Italy areas, able to 
be activated by efficient regulation and relevant investments. 
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   Docente a contratto Politecnico di Milano, Borsista di ricerca Eupolis Lombardia, Phd in Economics 
and Management per il Sistema Agroalimentare. 
 
Abstract. Location Patterns of Creative Capital and Regional Disparities. Is there North-South Dualism 
in Periurban Areas? Creative capital is important for economic growth and local development. Starting 
from Florida, the studies on this topic have multiplied, but the attention has focused mostly on its 
composition and its calculation at regional level. Empirical evidence shows that its intensity is greater 
at this administrative level and even more at urban level. These areas are particularly attractive because 
they are open, tolerant and equipped with recreational and training facilities. Some researches show that 
this capital is not is well established in a territory. It is not excluded a priori that it can move even at the 
periurban areas, the predominant territory today. Because these areas combine urban and rural 
characteristics disorderly, these territories have not an exact identity and they are spaces to be 
redesigned: therefore, they are ideal places for creative people who can redesign them according to 
their needs. For this reason, it is urgent to understand if peri-urban areas are innovative and attractive 
for this people and if its presence is important for the improvement of their economic performance. 
 

    

3°   Francesco Romano Il rating di rete come strumento 
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   Doktorand an der Juristischen Fakultät der Universität Potsdam, Dottorando di Ricerca in Diritto 
dell’Economia Dipartimento di Economia, Management, Istituzioni, Università di Napoli “Federico II”; 
Laurea magistrale in Economia e Commercio.  
 
Abstract. Network’s Rating as an Innovative Tool for SMEs in Campania. Network contracts are 
becoming very common in the Italian productive system, which is largely made up of small and 
medium enterprises (SME). These contracts enable parties to collaborate in projects, which would have 
been unfeasible without cooperation, thereby avoiding to lose their ownership. The Italian government 
has considered this type of contract as an important tool for getting through the economic recession. 
For this reason the lawmaker has introduced some modifications, which have improved the discipline. 
The most important one is limited liability, which is connected to the relationship between networks 
and banks; limited liability allows the network to obtain bank loans profiting by «Network’s rating». 
Moreover, the article aims at describing the mechanisms of Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) 
aggregations in South Italy especially in Campania. The SME sector in this Region was hit hard by the 
global recession of 2008-09, as the whole Italian economy which hasn’t yet recovered the 2008 level of 
GDP. Small enterprises, which constitute the vast majority of Italian companies, were more affected 
than medium and large-sized companies. In order to help firms to cope with credit crunch, the legislator 
has issued the Business Network contract. The network is a good way of reacting to the need of 
internationalization and innovation by enterprises which are specialized in sectors that require high 
flexibility in production, such as fashion and agri-food, allowing them significant investments in 
research and development. For this reason, the region of Campania, in line with national guidelines, has 
introduced in the budget 2013, the promotion of regional business networks to increase the 
international competitiveness of entrepreneurs. 
 
 
 
 



    

4°   Emilia Lamonaca Il turismo rurale enogastronomico: 
un volano di crescita per la Puglia

   Dottoranda di ricerca in “Innovazione e management di alimenti ad elevata valenza salutistica” presso 
il Dipartimento di Economia dell’Università degli Studi di Foggia; Laurea Magistrale in Economia 
Aziendale 

   Abstract. Rural Tourism of Food and Wine: a Boost for the Growth of Puglia. The South of Italy, as a 
whole and for each region, is a reality with great tourism potential, but used only partially and 
characterized by strong seasonality. Recently tourism has become one of the pillars of the economy in 
Puglia. There are a plurality of interests and motivations that give rise to very different forms of 
vacation in Puglia to tourists with different characteristics and needs. However, there is the presence of 
niches of demand, which asking for a high-value experiential tourism: the traditional tourist products of 
Puglia (sea, hinterland, culture) become the starting point for a more complex experience. The paper 
analyzes the development in Puglia of a form of niche tourism: rural tourism of food and wine. The 
agrifood product is considered as a culture element of the area and it can generate considerable tourist 
flows, contributing in no small way to their seasonal adjustment. The value added is the enhancement 
of the local culinary tradition, particularly related to land, as a vehicle for the development of 
innovative tourist routes, aimed to the sustainable discovery of the area. To the many factors to which it 
is linked and the plurality of subjects and economic sectors involved, this new form of tourism has a 
significant multiplier effect on a large induced and provides an important and effective economic 
contribution to the Puglia economy. 
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tra competitività presente e futura 

   MONICA GROSSO 
Ricercatrice presso l’Autorità Portuale di Genova; Dottorato in Logistica, Trasporti e Territorio e 
Applied Economics (Cieli, Università di Genova; University of Antwerp);  

   LUCIA LEPORATTI 
Dottoranda in “Economia e Finanza Pubblica” presso il Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche (Genova); 
Laurea magistrale in Economia e Istituzioni Finanziarie;  

   ALESSIO TEI 
Assegnista di Ricerca presso il Dipartimento di Economia dell’Università di Genova, Dottorato in 
Logistica, Trasporti e Territorio (CIELI, Università di Genova); 

Abstract. The Southern and Central Italian Ports: Studying Potential Competitiveness Pattern. The 
southern Italian ports are characterised by an ideal location in between the main international 
Mediterranean maritime routes and the main regional markets. Nevertheless, these ports have recently 
experienced a slowdown trend in their traffic growth not only caused by the economic cycle but also by 
a reduction of the investments. As a consequence, several harbours have tried to introduce traffic 
diversification strategies in order to boost their throughput: for instance expanding the intra-Med ro-ro 
activity, i.e. an high rate growing market. The present paper aims at analysing the port development 
plans of the main Italian southern and central ports in order to identify the growth paths in relation to 
their competitiveness level. This last aspect is discussed through two different analysis: a Shift Share 
Analysis and a Network Analysis. While the former one aims at comparing the growing rates in 
specific market segments (i.e. ro-ro), among specific ports and the macro-region, the latter one provides 
some centrality indexes in order to understand the relative position of each nodes belonging to the 
maritime network. The paper ends with some policy prescriptions that could improve the current 
competitive position of the ports competing in the ro-ro market. 
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   MATTEO CHIMENTI 
Project manager presso ZAILOG (Consorzio ZAI), Master Universitario I Livello in Logistica Integrata 
e Supply Chain Management, Laurea in “Economia e legislazione dei sistemi logistici” Università di 
Pisa. 

   MICHELE DAL DOSSO

Project manager presso ZAILOG (Consorzio ZAI), Laurea Magistrale in Marketing e Comunicazione 
di Impresa, Facoltà di Economia, Università degli Studi di Verona.  

   Abstract. Transhipment Evolution Analysis: a Strategic Support Tool for Policy Makers of Southern 
Italy Future. This paper aims to analyze the current and past situation of container maritime sector 
in Southern Italy, with a particular focus on the phenomenon of transhipment. This phenomenon can 



be considered as a valid indicator of ports evolution dynamics and of their organization. The 
analysis of transhipment and its tendency from mid-90s until today reveals: signs of distortion 
between supply and demand; consequent reorganization of the container liner services by shipping 
companies: phenomena of concentration of traffic on specific ports or clusters. On the basis of the 
above  considerations, this analysis is accompanied by a careful study of strategic dynamics which 
have taken place within the container maritime sector, at global level. Subsequently, it has to be 
done a quantitative research phase, followed by a qualitative one, in which are collected and 
processed traffic data for the main container ports in the Mediterranean, taking as reference the last 
two decades. The ultimate goal is to develop a model that analyzing and anticipating the future 
dynamics of the maritime routes that cross the Mediterranean, with a particular focus on 
transhipment, defining the role of the main ports of transhipment hubs of Southern Italy. 
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   ILARIA TUTORE 
Assegnista di ricerca presso l’Istituto di Studi sulle Società del Mediterraneo (ISSM) - CNR, Dottore di 
ricerca in Dottrine Economico-Aziendali e Governo dell’impresa. 
 
Abstract. Green Orientation of the Shipping Companies in Naples Seaport. During the last years there 
is an increasing concern about the environmental impact caused by maritime activities. In particular, 
the environmental concern in shipping industry is driven by a more strength regulation and by the 
higher stakeholder’s expectations. This paper has two main objectives: the first aim is to analyze the 
main theoretical contribution about this topic, focusing on the drivers of environmental proactivity in 
the maritime industry and on the green practices performed. The second purpose of the paper is to 
develop a multiple case-study on the environmental proactivity shown by shipping companies that 
operate in CO.NA.TE.CO terminal in the port of Naples in order to verify if this environmental trend is 
modifying the competitive behaviour in the shipping industry. 
 

    

4°   Lorenzo Iaselli Le caratteristiche dello shipping finance in Italia, 
con particolare riferimento 
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   LORENZO IASELLI 
Quadro Direttivo Settore Bancario, Dottorato di Ricerca in Storia Economica presso la Facoltà di 
Economia, Università  degli Studi di Napoli Federico II. 
 
Abstract. The Characteristics of Shipping Finance in Italy, with Special Reference to Maritime 
Economy of ‘Mezzogiorno’. This paper aims to analyze shipping finance’s characteristics and trends in 
Italy, with particular reference to the economy of southern regions. Based on data and statistics of 
major national institutions (ISTAT, Bank of Italy, Chambers of Commerce, SVIMEZ), as well as in 
magazines and national and international studies, this paper, starting from an historical analysis, will 
focus on the following points of interest: national analysis of the maritime economy, with particular 
reference to the South and to the opportunities for growth and competitiveness in the Mediterranean 
Area; analysis of the tools and features of project finance and banking products available to the Italian 
companies in this sector; case histories of companies operating in the current competitive environment; 
comparison with international financial system. 

 


